
EXCLUSIVE TRAVEL TIPS 
CRUISE 

BEFORE YOU GO  

* PACKING FOR THE DESTINATION 
Whether your destination is warm and sunny or crisp and cool, packing layers will be your 
best bet.  Check the local weather for tips, but remember it will be cooler onboard the ship. 
Also, think about the shore excursions you'll be taking and pack accordingly.  
Some items you may want to think about packing are: 
*Comfy walking shoes, you could also wear them to save packing space 
* Pair of closed toe shoes for active shore excursions and sports activities on board. 
 *Sweater or jacket — the decks at night and air conditioning can be chilly. 
* Heavier jackets, long pants, even a scarf and mittens- If you are cruising where it’s winter 
or to Northern Europe or Alaska,.  
* Conservative clothing – If you'll be touring any museums, cathedrals or churches, 
* Raincoat or a travel umbrella 
* Pill container - To keep your jewelry organized and untangled 
 * Shoe rack – A plastic shoe rack is a great way to keep things organized in your cruise 
cabin.  It takes up little space in your suitcase and can be hung on your bathroom door.  
* Ziploc bags –.  Use them when going on shore excursions so you can keep water and sand 
away from your phone, camera, cash, passport etc.   
* Dryer sheets – Put a dryer sheet in each suitcase to keep your clothes smelling fresh.  
* Plastic bags- For dirty clothes, wet swim suits, etc… 

* PACK EFFICIENTLY 
*Rolling Clothes - Rolling clothes before putting them in your suitcase will help prevent 
wrinkles and will also take up less space.  Don’t go to dinner the first night in wrinkled 
clothes because you did not have time to iron before the early seating. 
*Select shirts/pants/skirts to mix and match, turning a few outfits into several. Also, pack 
smaller items into larger items. 
*Heavy shoes- Wear for embarkation/disembarkation so you don’t have to pack them. 
*Pack a belt inside a dress shirt collar to keep it nice. 

 * PERSONAL ITEMS BRING A SMALL OVERNIGHT BAG 
Don't forget a small overnight bag for carrying any necessary medication, valuables, 
important documents and need-to-have items. Use this to carry-on and off the ship these 
necessary items. 

* ELECTRONICS 
Remember all of your tech stuff: 

• Tablets 



• Chargers 
• Cameras 
• Spare memory cards 
• Batteries. 
• Spare phone battery 
• Extension cord or extra outlet plug-in 
•

*DOWNLOAD 
• APPS- such as the cruise line’s own app, What’s App for free phone calls (works better 

with internet), Yelp for reviews , My Journis to share your trip, Pack Point for a 
destination specific pack list, and The Weather Channel, so you know what to expect. 

• BOOKS/GUIDES- for fun or local information 
• MOVIES- fo r the plane or for onboard entertainment. 

* CRUISE CASUAL 
Dress cruise casual anytime during the day, in the deck areas, buffet and in most specialty 
restaurants. For women, it includes summer and casual dresses, skirts, regular or capri 
pants, shorts, jeans and tops. Khakis, jeans, shorts and casual shirts are fine for men. 

* WHAT DO I WEAR 
Dress “smart casual” in our more formal dining room or in our more upscale specialty 
restaurants. For women, it includes slacks, dresses, skirts and tops. For men, it's jeans or 
slacks with a collared shirt and closed-toed shoes. 
For formal nights you'll need cocktail dresses for women, suits and ties - or tuxedos - for 
men. And for the smart casual nights bring dresses or pantsuit for women, jackets for men. 
A FEW CONSIDERATIONS Tank tops for men, flip flops, baseball caps, visors and jeans 
that are overly faded with holes or tears and worn below the hips are not permitted in main 
dining rooms or specialty restaurants. 

* LAUNDRY/DRY CLEANING 
When packing remember, laundry and dry-cleaning services are often offered.. Just 
complete the order form in your stateroom and your stateroom steward will pick up your 
laundry and return it to you clean and folded. 

* HOW FAR IN ADVANCE SHOULD I ARRIVE?  
If you are going on a cruise, and are not a local resident, I strongly recommend going in the 
day before, for the most stress-free, relaxing voyage. You must be onboard a minimum of 
two hours before the ship departs. 

* CABIN LIGHTS  
Bring a loyalty card from a store NOT a credit card to slip into the slot for the lights. This 
way, you can keep the lights on and don’t have to use your room key card and risk 
forgetting it.    



* IDENTIFICATION 
Have all necessary identification needed for your airline/cruise. Your airline or cruise 
website will explain the necessary documents needed to travel (passports, Visas, birth 
certificates, & approved driver’s license.)  If you don’t have it and you are due to depart in 
a matter of weeks? There are many services available to get your passports expedited. 

* COPIES OF IDENTIFICATION 
 Make a copy of your passport / driver’s license and keep an extra copy in a safe place, OR 
take a photo of it on your phone so you have it with you. 

* INSURANCE 
If you have purchased insurance, have that policy number and at least the first few pages of 
the policy with you, as well as the company’s contact information (should be on the policy). 

* ONLINE CHECK-IN 
Check-in online  to save time at the pier. Use clear tape or plastic tag holders to protect the 
tags. If flying in do not put the tags on until you get to Port. If you lose your tags, porters 
should be around the port to assist. 

* WHAT CAN I NOT BRING ONBOARD? 
See the cruise line’s policies for what you can/can’t bring onboard. Some allow a bottle or 
two of wine, others do not allow any liquids.  

* CREDIT CARDS 
Credit cards/debit cards- let your credit card company know that you are travelling, so 
your credit card is not rejected. Bring 1-2 cards. Large sums of cash are not recommended. 
Use safes available onboard to be safe. 

DEPARTURE DAY 

* BOARDING CHECKLIST: Be sure to you have these: 
• Government-issued photo ID 
• Passport, if applicable 
• eDocs (One copy per stateroom) 
• Luggage labeled with bag tags 
• Credit card for onboard expenses* 
• Small bag with essentials** 

*We recommend a credit not a debit card particularly when in foreign ports.  



**Bring along what you need to lounge by the pool deck while waiting for your bags to be 
delivered to your stateroom—medication, change of clothes, sunscreen, swim suit, 
sunglasses, camera, etc. 

*TRANSFERS 
If you are flying in and purchased the cruise line’s transfers, there is usually an easily 
identifiable, assigned representative outside of the arrival area or baggage claim to assist 
you. If you have a private transfer,  I will provide you that information. 

* ARRIVAL 
Get to port a minimum of 2 hours before the ship is due to depart.  Even earlier for a 
relaxing, unhurried, boarding experience. You may be assigned a time to embark as well.  
In port, return a minimum of 1 hour before the ship sails is recommended.  

* SHIP CHECK-IN 
You will open a guest account with your credit card. You will receive your room key there 
or in your cabin. Bring a lanyard for your key card, as it makes it easier to always have 
your key with you. Also, a plastic holder or hole punch for your key card. 

* GROUPS 
If you are traveling as a group on and off the ship, coordinate with your group leader for a 
meeting point for embarkation, disembarkation and to get luggage tags so you can 
disembark as a group. You can always just carry on/off your own luggage if you so choose. 

* GET TO KNOW YOUR SHIP 
Walk around, check it out, and decide what you want to explore later! 
Grab a cocktail and relax deck or poolside. Why wait inside for your bags? Sip a cocktail 
or soft drink poolside as you sail out. 

* GRAB A MEAL 
Everyone will be at the buffet, see if there other restaurants open for a quieter dining 
experience. 

* CABIN DELIVERIES 
If you have something extra that is to be delivered to your cabin, such as strawberries, 
wine, leave the “Do Not Disturb” off.  Otherwise, cabin staff will not deliver it. 
Occasionally, items are delivered after you board. 

* CABIN ISSUES 
 For example, if your beds in your cabin are not the way that you would like them (together 
or separated) notify your cabin steward or contact guest services and in most cases, if the 
beds are moveable, they can get it fixed. They can immediately handle other issues with 
your onboard experience as well. 



* BEVERAGES  
Some may be included with your cruise package. See your reservation for details.  In the 
States, sales tax applies on any beverages that are ordered onboard the ship stateside and 
it’s a very minimal amount. If you don't want to pay the tax, wait until the ship is at sea.   

DURING YOUR CRUISE 

* TRY SOMETHING NEW!   
Look at the ship’s daily activities and pick something! Experience something new that the 
ship has to offer. In port, try something that you have always wanted to do!  

* DO GET OFF THE SHIP! 
 You are onboard for a week, check out what the ports have to offer. REMEMBER, TO 
ALLOW ENOUGH TIME! IF YOU TAKE A TAXI OR OTHER TRANSPORTATION 
THEY MAY/MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE ALL OF THE TIME. Plan on being back on the 
ship,  no later than an hour ahead of port departure. 

* DO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BOOKING ONBOARD 
Head to Guest Relations to find out about all of the PERKS if you book onboard! Onboard 
credits, reduced deposits, are just examples of some of the perks that may be available! 
MENTION YOUR AGENT’S NAME SO YOUR AGENT CAN FIND YOU MORE 
PERKS! 

* ATMS  
Avoid Cruise Ship’s ATM Fees - The ATM machines on cruise ships will charge you a fee of 
around $5 to withdraw cash.  To bypass this, if your ship has a casino, simply go to the 
casino, sit down at a slot machine, insert your cabin card and deposit the amount that you 
want to withdraw.  Once the money is loaded into the slot, machine, simply hit the “cash 
out” button and take the ticket to the cashier to get your money.  Your onboard account 
will be charged and you will not have to pay any credit card or ATM fees. 

* SHORE EXCURSIONS 
Use approved shore excursion vendors. I do not make commission off most cruise line 
excursions, so I have no skin in the game when I say to use the cruise line’s excursions. To 
do otherwise, may/may not be safe. If you have to cancel an excursion, don't forget it must 
be done in advance per their cancellation policy. 



  

OFF THE SHIP 

*WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU 
Take your room card AND a photo ID. A driver’s license is easier & less cumbersome. Pack 
a baggie or a waterproof container to hold ID, money, etc.. if on a boat or in the water. 
DON”T take large sums of cash and a bunch of credit cards (1-2  cards maximum). Keep 
an eye on valuables at all times whether on/off the ship. Bring an extra plastic bag for wet 
clothes, swimsuits.   

*WI-FI 
 Use the ship’s WIFI while in port - Some cruise ships will connect to terrestrial broadband 
while in port. This will give you increased internet speeds compared to when the ship is at 
sea and connecting to satellites 20,000 miles away. 
Free WIFI in Port - Looking for a place to connect to free WIFI while in port? Just ask a 
crew member.  They know all of the free WIFI spots in each port. You may also notice a 
group of crew members outside of an establishment with tablets/phones out, it is a sign that 
there likely is free WIFI there.  

*SECURITY 
Use your in-room safe for valuables.  Remember that you are in a foreign place, use every 
caution that you would use anyplace else. Do not leave belongings unattended whether 
onboard or during shore excursions.  Do not wave sums of cash around. 

DISEMBARKATION 

*GRATUITIES 
Are not normally included with your cruise fare. Most cruise lines have gone to adding 
them to your final guest account bill but some still allow cash payments to staff. In any 
case, staff certainly appreciates any tips received. 

*DISEMBARKATION ORDER 
You may be assigned a particular time to disembark and if so you will have in your cabin 
(or you may need to pick-up) color-coordinated luggage tags that match the assigned time. 
You place your bags outside of your cabin the night before to be picked up for you and 
awaiting you off of the ship. You also have the option to walk off of the ship with your bags, 
which tends to be much faster. 



*TRANSFERS 
If you went through the cruise line, there is usually an easily identifiable, assigned 
representative outside of the arrival port building to assist you. If you have private 
transfers, I will provide you with those details.  


