
                                  EXCLUSIVE TRAVEL TIPS 
                                                  FROM 
                           YOUR DREAM TRAVEL BY LISA  

Congratulations! You have booked that vacation of your dreams. I have some insider tips to 
make your vacation perfection! As always, let me know if I can be of assistance with any part of 
your vacation. 

NOW THAT YOU HAVE BOOKED  

* Make sure that your passport will be current, up to 6 months past your vacation date. If you 
need your passport updated, make sure that you do it as soon as possible (minimum of 12 weeks 
before departure date) or have it expedited. There are many services that will expedite it for you.  

*Also, if you need any travel visas or inoculations, make sure those are taken care of in advance. 

* TSA Pre-check, Global Entry are very nice to have to whisk yourself through lines at airport 
security. They each require an interview.  www.TSA.gov for more information. 

*  Buy yourself something fun! It’s always great to have that new outfit just for vacation! 

* I find that looking into the local culture of the places that I am going is half of the fun! I also 
enjoy thinking about what excursions/tours I am going to take. What experiences do I want to 
have? What restaurants am I dying to try out?  Let me know if I can assist! 

*Do you have trip insurance purchased? It’s always a good idea to protect your investment! 
Make sure you have the policy number, phone number of the carrier, and a few of the main 
policy pages with you. 

TRIP PREPARATION 

* Have a folder of important documents that you put into your carry-on bag be it on the cruise, 
airline, or tour. Those are: 

• Government-issued photo ID ( if needed birth certificate) 
• Passport, Travel Visa if applicable 
• Documents printed out, insurance, trip details, confirmations  
* Let your debit/credit card company know that you are traveling so that your card is not 
rejected. Bring 1-2 cards as well as some cash, as credit/debit cards are not always accepted, 
particularly in smaller towns and train stations. 

http://www.TSA.gov


* Contact your phone carrier to see what your plan offers for international travel. 

* Download any apps, movies, destination guides, or books that you may want to view. Do 
this at home as the speed will most likely be much faster than while you are away. 

* Some great travel apps to take advantage of are: 
• Yelp for reviews of everything 
• Google Translate,  is a great app to translate signs, menus, etc… For translation of 

menus, you just hover your phone over the menu, and it translates it to English or 
whatever language you choose. 

• Local transportation maps 
• Uber- for transportation around 
• Whats App for using the internet to make (FREE) phone calls 

TIME TO PACK 

* I will be putting out a list of Lisa’s Recommended Travel Products for some great ideas! 

* Think about your destination, any tours that you are taking and pack accordingly. Check 
the local weather. Some good ideas are: 

• Small, foldable bag to hold anything you may purchase on your vacation 
• Good walking shoes 
• Sweater for the plane or air conditioning 
• Small umbrella 
• Chargers, adapters, spare phone battery 
• Tablets 
• Computer 
• Plastic bags for dirty clothes, wet swimsuits  

* Bring a loyalty card from a store (not a credit card) to place in a room/cabin slot to keep 
lights/electricity on. 

*  Make sure you have your liquids backed into quart sized baggies. 3oz. toiletries, 1 quart 
bag, 1 per traveler. 

*  Anything you may need for up to 24 hours, in case of lost luggage, should be in your 
under the seat carry-on: 

• Important documents (passport,  government issued photo ID, travel visas, 
insurance info, emergency contacts, cruise/resort/airline documents) 

• Medications 
• Sweater or long scarf 
• Neck pillow 



• Headphone 
• Empty water bottle to fill at the airport 
• Change of clothes 
• Needed toiletries including a moisturizer for long flights 
• Pen to fill out forms 
• Snacks 

          * It is not advised to take valuables, expensive jewelry with you.  

* Have quality luggage but it is not recommended to have flashy designer bags that could 
stand out to thieves.  

* To identify your bag from other lookalike bags, you could always add brightly colored 
tape to the bag handle. 

GET READY TO FLY 

* Check-in for your flight 24 hours in advance.. Your seat on the airplane is not verified 
until you have your boarding pass in your hand. 

*  Dress in layers for the plane. Wear a short sleeve shirt with a sweater over it or in your 
carry-on. Do not wear shorts, wear jeans or pants as airplane cabin temperatures tend to be 
cold. There are oftentimes no blankets onboard, so a long scarf can serve as one. A neck 
pillow is a good idea as pillows are not always available. 

*Anticipate possible delays for traffic, weather and allow enough time for your 
transportation to get you there on time. 

* Arrive at the airport 2-3 hours before your flight.  I recommend 2 hours for  domestic 
flights, 3 hours for international. Many airlines use automated kiosks for printing boarding 
passes and for checking luggage. Have your flight information handy. 

* Airport security- Have your ticket & identification out for the TSA officer.  Have your 
computer out, toiletry quart bag out. Wear socks or have socks available so when you take 
off your slip on shoes at airport security, your feet won’t touch the dirty floor. If possible, 
leave your belt off until after security and have pockets emptied.  

* Stop off, fill that empty water bottle, get some food to take with you, use the bathroom, 
make any last minute phone calls. 

* Before you get onboard, make sure everything you will need is in easy reach in your 
under the seat, carry-on bag. Anything that you need, such as headphones, eye mask, 
tablet/phone, snacks, pen, filled water bottle, medications,  etc… should be right there. 



* If you are traveling internationally, make sure all customs documents /entry forms are 
filled out in ink.  Even if you have Global Entry you will need to do this when arriving into 
a foreign country. Leave any meat, fruit or vegetables onboard as customs will confiscate 
and you will be fined. 

AFTER YOU HAVE ARRIVED  

*If arriving internationally, follow all signs to customs and immigration. 

* Most often in Europe, if you are connecting to another flight in the same terminal, you 
will go directly to your next gate and go to customs and immigration upon arrival into your 
final destination. There are exceptions to that general rule. 

* Get some local currency in case you have issues with your credit /debit card. 

* At baggage claim, watch closely for your bag. Many bags look alike and mistakes have 
been made. A brightly colored handle or tape on the handle may assist in identifying your 
bag.  

* If you have pre-arranged transfers internationally, there is usually a representative with a 
sign, right outside of baggage claim, featuring the company’s logo or with your name on it. 
If you have transfers, I will provide information for you. 

*Be aware of the phone charges from your cell phone carrier. 

* Checking into your hotel/cruise ship, change your clothes so that you feel ready to 
explore! Oftentimes, the room or cabin may not be ready, but there is usually a spot where 
you can freshen-up.  

* Most hotels have a spot to leave your bags if you arrive early before your room is ready. 

* If you are traveling between time zones, try to get acclimated as soon as possible to the 
new time zone. For instance in Europe, after an all-night flight, set the alarm take a short 
2-3 hour nap, get up, explore, have dinner, than go to bed at night.  

* Put any valuables in the safe. Also for security, be aware of your surroundings just like 
you would anywhere else, more so in “tourist” areas.  



BEFORE YOU LEAVE 

*  Before you leave your resort make sure that everything is out of the safe, you have 
looked over all billing to ensure it’s accurate, your transportation arrangements to the 
airport are in place.  

* Allow enough time to get back to the airport. Check the app for your particular carrier to 
make sure that your flight is leaving on time.  If you are flying domestic be sure to check-
in 24 hours in advance. 

*International- Have any documentation that you may need to get out of the country with 
you and handy. For example, in Mexico, they give you a landing card with a portion that 
you must hold onto for the return. VAT forms for having taxes returned. 


